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10th March 2008

Landfill tax – letter

County Council Leader, Barry Dare, has called on the government to return money raised through landfill tax to local authorities. 

In an open letter to Environment Secretary Hilary Benn, Cllr Dare joined 80 council leaders to ask seek reassurance that money raised through heavy landfill taxes will be given back to council for reinvestment in waste and recycling services.

In the 2003 Pre-Budget Report, the Government promised that landfill tax increases from 2005-06 onwards would be ‘revenue neutral’ to local authorities.   Up to now, money raised from councils has indeed been returned to councils for investment in refuse and recycling facilities. But leaders are now saying that future funding is not clear. 

Cllr Dare said: “Despite repeated requests, the Government is yet to demonstrate in a clear and transparent way how over the next three years this money is being given back to local authorities to keep council tax down and build the waste and recycling facilities that the country needs. Ministers have not even told councils how much money has been raised so far. The Local Government Association is now taking this issue forward on behalf of many council leaders and we hope to get an answer soon – otherwise the council taxpayer will end up footing the bill.”

Following this year’s dramatic increase in the tax, sending rubbish to landfill could see nearly £70 per household going to Whitehall over the next three years. Council taxpayers will be hit with a £1.5bn bill unless money raised through landfill tax is returned to councils as promised and invested in refuse and recycling facilities. 

Landfill tax is designed to encourage people to throw away less, but at the moment it is unfairly penalising hard-pressed councils that need all the extra money from the tax returned, to enable them to invest in offering local people better recycling facilities.

As leaders of councils of all political types and all parts of the country, we call on you to honour your pledge to return the money raised through landfill tax to local authorities.
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