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12th November 2008

Government’s cash boost for county’s multi million pound waste project

Gloucestershire County Council has welcomed today’s announcement that the government will help to foot the bill for new waste facilities in the county.

The Department for the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) has awarded the county council with £92 million in private finance initiative (PFI) credits, which will be worth £171 million over the life of the contract.

Cllr Stan Waddington, portfolio holder for waste, said: “Naturally, we are very, very pleased.

“Even when the county council reaches its target of at least 60 per cent recycling and composting by 2020, the remaining 40 per cent still has to be managed.

“New waste facilities will mean that the county council will no longer need to bury its rubbish in landfill, which damages the environment.

“Landfill produces methane gas, which is 21 times more harmful to the environment than carbon dioxide.

“The council also has to pay heavy taxes and potential fines to government on the waste sent to landfill.

“These are becoming impossible to manage within the current county council budget, and will have a direct impact on council tax and other council services in the future.”

There are several alternatives to landfill available.

Currently the county council has no preferred technology and has made no decision on sites.

The next step is to officially begin the procurement process with a notice to potential bidders published in the Official Journal of the European Union (OJEU). 

Deciding on the technology and location(s) will take approximatly two years and the next step is to ask the waste industry to come forward with bids in early 2009.
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