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Council to quiz public on plans to deal with county’s ‘real’ rubbish  

Local residents are being asked what they think Gloucestershire County Council’s priorities should be for dealing with the county’s residual or ‘real’ rubbish - the household waste left over when everything else has been recycled or composted.   

Currently, it all goes to landfill, but to try and find different means of disposal, the county council is consulting the public.   

The views of a representative sample of 4,000 randomly selected Gloucestershire residents and around 1,700 interested groups, organisations and individuals are being sought via a questionnaire and focus groups.   

Cllr Stan Waddington, Gloucestershire County Council’s Cabinet Member responsible for waste said, “Our recycling and composting target is 60 per cent by 2020 and to achieve that, the county council is firmly focused on supporting local residents to reduce, reuse and recycle as much as possible.

“However, there is, and will still continue to be, some left over waste - what we call the ‘real’ rubbish. 


“With the government imposing ever higher taxes and penalties on councils across the UK to encourage them to  find ‘greener’ alternatives to landfill, there are several technologies on the market and we need to select the right one for Gloucestershire’s needs”. 

At the moment, Gloucestershire recycles and composts 36 per cent of its waste. The rest is buried in landfill sites across the county, a practice that is expensive and harmful to the environment as it releases harmful gases including methane, which is 21 times more harmful to the environment than carbon dioxide.  

The county council is currently charged £32 by the government in landfill tax for every tonne of waste it buries in the ground. Next year landfill tax will be £40 per tonne and will continue to rise annually. This is on top of what it is charged by landfill owners to use their sites. This year the council expects to pay £6.4 million in landfill tax alone. 

In addition, to try and force them to find other solutions to landfill, councils are being restricted by the government on how much they can landfill each year - a limit that reduces every year. If it fails to meet the target, Gloucestershire County Council could be fined £150 for every tonne over the limit. 

“There are many alternative ways to deal with real rubbish and the council has made no decision on what technology is best for Gloucestershire”, said Cllr Waddington.

“We will be asking the waste industry to come forward with their ideas and the consultation will help to identify issues that are important to local people when the council comes to assess the different ideas”.
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