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23rd May 2008

Landfill in Gloucestershire set to 

be full by 2016

Burying the county’s waste in the ground could no longer be an option in just eight years time, highlighting the need to recycle more as we enter Recycle Week 2008 (Week beginning June 2nd).

Based on current levels of waste and recycling, Hempsted landfill site in Gloucester will be full up in just five years time in 2013.

The other landfill site in the county at Wingmoor Farm in Bishops Cleeve is set to reach its full capacity by 2016.

These worrying statistics coupled with the fact that burying waste underground is become increasingly expensive, means recycling is more important than ever.

By cutting the amount of waste, which is sent to landfill, we will reduce the amount of greenhouse gases, which in turn will combat global warming.

Councillor Stan Waddington, Chairman of the Gloucestershire Waste Partnership, said: “We have been a throw away society for far too long and this cannot continue.

“Landfill has become increasingly expensive because of government taxation.

“It is essential that we recycle and reuse as much as possible and do our bit to help save the planet.

“We should only dispose of real rubbish- the waste left over when everything else has been reduced, reused or recycled, which we will have to deal with by some means other than landfill.”

In Gloucestershire, the aim is to recycle and compost 60 per cent of household waste by 2020.

However at this time once all of the recycling and composting possible is done, we will still be left with having to dispose of more than 150,000 tonnes of real rubbish.

A consultation programme to help the county council decide on alternatives to landfill will start in June.
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