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Managing our waste in the future - the facts

How we deal with our waste has become one of Gloucestershire County Council’s most sensitive and urgent issues. With rising penalties and taxes on the waste councils send to landfill, finding an alternative is important both in terms of finance and our environment. Landfill releases harmful gases into the air and contributes to global warming and climate change. Thanks to the desire and co-operation of the public we have made a good start but there is still more we need to be doing. 

Working in partnership, the county and district councils have helped local people recycle 38 per cent of our household rubbish for the year. This is our highest ever figure, but there is still more to do to reach our target of 60% by 2020. As well as recycling, we also need to look at reducing the waste we create in the first place and reusing wherever we can.

But even when we achieve our target and are doing more to reduce and reuse, we estimate there will still be a considerable amount of waste each year we cannot recycle - the rubbish that’s left over, what we call real rubbish - and it’s the county council’s responsibility to deal with it. 

On Wednesday (April 23rd), the county council’s cabinet agreed to pursue a bid for a Private Finance Initiative (PFI) grant to help pay for an alternative to landfill that will take care of Gloucestershire’s real rubbish in the future. We estimate the level of PFI grant for such a project to be in the region of £171 million, which would have to be funded through council tax otherwise. As part of the process we have to submit an outline business case to the Government that includes an example of an alternative to landfill that can be delivered. It was decided that our example would be an energy from waste facility as that it is the most common alternative to landfill in Britain and therefore has the reliable data available for us to make the best case to Government. We also have to show we have thought about a location for the proposed facility or facilities.  This has led to claims the council has already made up its mind on what technology will be used and where any facility or facilities will be located, but this is definitely not the case. We have confirmation from Government that the council is not tying itself to the example or the site featured in the submission. 

In presenting the case to cabinet for going for PFI, County Cllr Stan Waddington clearly stated that he did not know which technology Gloucestershire will ultimately end up with or where it will be. He also guaranteed that the council was not limiting itself to energy from waste or to Javelin Park.  The cabinet also reiterated its commitment to investigating a dispersed solution on a range of sites and to investigate the full range of technologies as identified in the Cabinet Report of November 2007.

We are still at a relatively early, though crucial, stage of this process and in the months to come the county council will be talking to the public as well as other councils about what they want us to do about dealing with our rubbish in the future. Everyone will be invited to take part and make their views known.
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