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Moving waste up the hierarchy 

 Furniture Recycling Project staff at the launch of their third shop in Tewkesbury 

 

 

Welcome to the third round-up of news and updates from the Joint Waste Team! 

As ever, we welcome your comments and hope you enjoy the read. Email 

waste@gloucestershire.gov.uk  

 

The Gloucestershire Joint Waste Team provides waste and recycling services on behalf of 

Cheltenham Borough Council, Cotswold District Council, Forest of Dean District Council, 

Tewkesbury Borough Council and Gloucestershire County Council. 

 

mailto:waste@gloucestershire.gov.uk


 
 

 
 www.recycleforgloucestershire.com 

JWT Newsletter                                                                             Page 2 of 13 

 

The Gloucestershire Joint Waste Committee recently welcomed Cllr Sue Coakley as its new 

chair.  Cllr Coakley, who was previously the vice chair, is the Cabinet Member for 

Environment at Cotswold District Council and will be working alongside the new vice chair 

Cllr Brian Robinson, Deputy Leader of Forest of Dean District Council.  The GJWC also 

expressed its thanks to the outgoing chair Cllr Jim Mason, the Lead Member for Clean and 

Green Environment at Tewkesbury Borough Council, for his contribution and leadership.   

 

 

 

District updates 

Tewkesbury Borough has some of the most deprived areas in the County, so it was good to 

be able to represent the Joint Waste Team at the launch of the Furniture Recycling Project’s 

third Furniture Store based on Delta Way in Tewkesbury. The Furniture Recycling Project 

(FRP) is a charity run by a small team of staff and a group of willing volunteers that aims to 

re-use furniture, electrical goods and household items for the benefit of the community, and 

to help reduce social exclusion throughout the County. Good quality reuseable items are 

collected directly from the public, free of charge and from Hempsted HRC. The items are 

then inspected, refurbished if needed, and sold via their shops in Tewkesbury, Gloucester 

and Cheltenham. Open six days a week, the new shop will allow FRP to support even more 

of the community across Gloucestershire. 

In 2014/15 almost 7000 households benefitted from furniture and electrical items, and 4300 

collections of furniture were carried out, and they currently reuse over 300 tonnes of 

furniture per annum. FRP is continually looking at new ways of developing and improving 

their range and their team of staff and volunteers are obviously passionate about restoring 

quality to pre-loved furniture. Judging from the store, their new range of aluminium planters 

made from recycled washing machine drums are a perfect example of how even white goods 

can become loved again! 

Contact Details for FRP Tewkesbury; Email: tewkesbury@frpglos.org.uk 

Phone: 01684 292745  
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The Cheltenham Regeneration Café opened its doors for its second monthly reuse event in 

early June. So far two events have seen 40 people bring a total of 52 items for repair, with 

two thirds of people leaving with items that were successfully mended. Items as diverse as a 

radio-gram, a large scythe and a child’s shoe were brought in, and so far the project has 

raised over £130 which will go straight back to the project, to purchase more tools and 

publicity materials. 

 

 

The Regeneration Café takes place on the first Saturday of every month, from 10am until 

1.30pm at St Andrews Church Hall, Montpelier, Cheltenham.  

https://www.facebook.com/regenerationcheltenham/ 

If you know of any community groups in your area that you think might be interested in 

starting up a repair café please drop us a line: waste@gloucestershire.gov.uk 

Also in Cheltenham, Ubico has recently started to collect food waste separately rather than 

using POD vehicles and are just agreeing some signage to go onto the temporary vehicles. 

This will provide greater flexibility and speeds up collection for the larger trucks, meaning 

fewer are needed, causing fewer hold-ups. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/regenerationcheltenham/
mailto:waste@gloucestershire.gov.uk
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In addition, work has recently begun to remove the chewing gum from the main pedestrian 

areas in Cheltenham as a result of money being set aside by the Cabinet. 

 

 

 

The Forest of Dean’s pilot litter-prevention project has caught national media attention. The 

‘Love Your Forest’ anti-litter campaign was officially launched on 12 May with the opening of 

the UK’s first ever rural ‘litter shop’ in Coleford.  The shop showcases litter found in the area 

with the aim of highlighting in a thought-provoking but humorous way the problem of litter 

in the countryside.    

 

 

The campaign will also feature Communitrees; over a hundred trees at key litter hot-spots in 

the Forest adorned with faces to deter would-be litter louts to let them know they are ‘being 

watched.’  The idea originates from a successful anti-crime campaign in Rotterdam which 

saw public areas painted with a thousand eyes to discourage robberies in the city. Other 

activities include cigarette butt voting bins designed to encourage more people to deposit 

their butt responsibly by asking them to vote on a specific question written on the litter bin. 

Local school children and community groups are also working on a roadside picture gallery 

to make road users consider the issue of verge-side litter. 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/shortcuts/2016/may/13/this-shops-full-of-rubbish-the-art-of-fighting-litterbugs?CMP=Share_AndroidApp_Email
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The 6-month long project is being run by behaviour-change charity Hubbub and supported 

by the Forest of Dean District Council, including Joint Waste Team officers, and Lucozade 

Ribena Suntory.  

Hubbub works to create positive and replicable campaigns to spread the message as wide as 

possible.  The results of the Love your Forest campaign will be shared through: 

a) A local celebration event for delivery partners and stakeholders 
b) Writing a How-To guide for other rural communities 
c) Acting as a catalyst for more effective litter campaigns in the UK 
d) Inclusion on the Hubbub new Litter website to share best practice from across the 

world 
 

Find out more at www.hubbub.org.uk/loveyourforest 

 
One of the images from the #LoveYourForest community gallery 

 

Forest of Dean District Council’s new weekly recycling service is fast approaching.  

At its meeting on 19 November 2015 the District Council’s Cabinet agreed to expand the 

kerbside recycling service, enabling residents to recycle their plastic bottles, cardboard and 

textiles from the kerbside; changes which will now take effect from 1 August.  Paper, glass 

and cans will continue to be collected but will also be picked up each week. In preparation, 

Biffa delivered a new weighted recycling bag to all properties during June.  The bag will be 

used by residents to present their paper and cardboard once the new service starts.  Other 

dry materials will be collected from two 55ltr recycling boxes. 

In addition, a fortnightly recycling service for small waste electrical and electronic 

equipment (WEEE) is being introduced with items being collected on the same day as the 

refuse collection. A new fleet of Romaquip recycling vehicles, accommodating both dry 

materials and food waste, will be delivered to Biffa during July. An 8-page information 

http://www.hubbub.org.uk/loveyourforest
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booklet and recycling calendar was posted out in June, staggered over a 2 week period, 

following a teaser leaflet which was sent out in March. 

The fortnightly garden waste and refuse services and the weekly food waste service remain 

unchanged. 

 

Cotswold District Council recently ran a highly successful ‘Clean for the Queen’ competition 

to tie in with the national ‘Keep Britain Tidy’ campaign linked to the Queen’s 90th birthday 

celebrations. 

The judging panel was made up from representatives from both the Council and Ubico Ltd, 

and they reviewed the efforts of over 50 groups of volunteers who had carried out spring 

cleans across the District.  The judges visited each short-listed site and met the organisers to 

discuss their projects in more detail.  The standard was very high but the unanimous choice 

for the £1,000 prize was a group from the Kemble area fronted by local resident Tom Barrow. 

Inspired by an article in Country Life magazine, his team of 15 volunteers cleaned up 

roadside litter from Ewen to Cirencester and recycled all the plastic bottles, cans and 

cardboard that they collected. Tom also visited the local school and the parish council to 

attract further support which resulted in many more volunteers across a wide range of age 

groups carrying out similar clean-ups around Kemble.  

The judges were also very impressed with the other entries on the shortlist.  A ‘Mickleton in 

Bloom’ group, led by Maureen Shears, claimed second place. Third place went to their 

neighbours in Chipping Campden, fronted by Richard Orr, who carried out an extensive litter 

pick around the town.  There were also commendations for the efforts of clean-up groups 

from the Kempsford community, led by Anna Skolasinska-Barnett, and the Watermoor 

Community Group, Cirencester headed by Cllr Jenny Hincks. 

     
Cllr Coakley and Claire Blizzard (Ubico) with representatives from Kemble and Mickleton 
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Gloucestershire Real Nappies Project update 

 

 

 

 

A recent improvement to the service means that eligible parents and parents-to-be can 

now apply online for a £30 cashback voucher which can be used towards the cost of real 

nappies, or our starter pack of nappies (with an RRP of £90) for just £20. Each year we see 

around two hundred parents take advantage of the cashback offer and use real nappies, 

which ensures the project provides a cost benefit to taxpayers. 

Don’t forget to follow the Gloucestershire Real Nappies Project on twitter or facebook or 

look at the project on our website  

 

One of the Real Nappy loan kits 

 

https://gloucestershire-self.achieveservice.com/AchieveForms/?mode=fill&form_uri=sandbox-publish://AF-Form-af8f49ce-546a-424a-82ae-b82814f1db30/definition.json&category=AF-Category-e4da6766-1cf1-4dd5-84ad-dff3526b66cc
https://twitter.com/glosnappies
https://www.facebook.com/Glos-Nappies-1609804839294789/timeline/
http://www.recycleforgloucestershire.com/discountpacks
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Waste Education update 

 

 
Newent School COPE students enjoy a site visit to Oak Quarry HRC 

In June nine students from Newent School visited Oak Quarry HRC to find out more about 

the environmental benefits of recycling as part of their COPE studies.  

We have also taken the wormery to Skallywags Nursery in Tewkesbury and the pre-school 

children were very interested to learn that worms have no eyes, five hearts and are 

neither male or female! 

At the end of June we also supported Hazel and Lesley, two of the Bisley Master 

Composters, while they hosted a visit from eighteen pupils from Severnview Primary 

School. The trip to Bisley’s Community Compost site was to learn more about composting 

and the environment as their school has recently acquired compost bins and the children 

are actively involved in their management. Slow worms, moths and a flock of chickens 

provided extra entertainment and delight! 

Master Composters 

It’s been a very busy time for our volunteers recently. During May our Master Composter 

volunteers took part in the awareness-raising campaign for Compost Awareness Week by 
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holding several stalls in Libraries around the county. Many thanks to our volunteers Leo, 

Carol, Vic and Nicky for giving up time to help promote the benefits of home composting.  

In June the volunteers also had a very informative tour of the Andigestion anaerobic 

facility in Stoke Orchard, Tewkesbury, which they found extremely interesting, and we 

were grateful to Mike Lowe for bearing with us and answering all manner of questions 

about the processes for over two hours! 

Finally, the Master Composters were extremely lucky to have an evening talk from not one 

but two soil experts at the Royal Agricultural College in Cirencester. Dr David Hopkins’ 

presentation focussed on soil microbiology and decomposition, while Dr Hugh Martin told 

the audience about his current experiments with sawdust, coffee-ground waste and a 

soon-to-be trademarked active ingredient, which he hopes will be marketed commercially 

as a sustainable peat-free alternative to compost.  

 

Master Composters atop the digestion chamber at Andigestion 

In June alone, the volunteers clocked up over seventy-five hours by attending these 

events, talking to people and writing about compost, and as always, we are very grateful 

to them for their commitment. 

If you know of a school or community group that would like to have some help from a 

Master Composter please drop us a line at waste@gloucestershire.gov.uk 

Don’t forget; the Recycle for Gloucestershire website offers residents compost bins from 

as little as £8.49 with a Buy One Get One Half Price offer too! Details here. 

 

mailto:waste@gloucestershire.gov.uk
http://www.recycleforgloucestershire.com/article/113096/Home-composting
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Communications projects update 

Now in its 13th year, Recycle Week is a national celebration of recycling, with this year's 

theme being 'The Unusual Suspects'. The aim of the week is to encourage people to think 

about all those ‘unusual’ items that often get forgotten about when recycling at home, 

such as loo rolls and shampoo bottles which often end up straight in the bathroom bin. 

Recycle Week will encourage people to recycle more, show the benefits that come from 

recycling, motivate them to do more and demonstrate how to be an effective recycler. As 

soon as the national communications materials have been released the team will be able 

to plan a county-wide awareness raising campaign.  

Recycle week takes place from 12 – 18 September. 

 

 

Reuse charity focus: IT Schools Africa 

Recently Cheltenham based charity IT Schools Africa (ITSA) invited us along to find out 

more about their computer reuse programme. 

Unwanted IT equipment from homes, workplaces, schools and universities is donated to IT 

Schools Africa where it is refurbished to help students in Africa gain an education in 

IT. When the donated equipment arrives at its Cheltenham headquarters, the warehouse 

team thoroughly erase all the data from the machines before prisoners in three UK prisons 

set to work cleaning the equipment and running various quality checks to ensure that only 

reliable equipment in good condition is sent out. The refurbished computer equipment is 

sent back to the Cheltenham HQ where all PCs are installed with Windows 7, before 

pallets of equipment are then sent on to Zambia, Zimbabwe or Malawi. From there, 

partner charities will distribute the IT equipment to schools at a low cost. ITSA aim to give 

another 5-6 years of life to every machine that it sends to African schools. Inevitably the 

http://www.itschoolsafrica.org/zambia.html
http://www.itschoolsafrica.org/zimbabwe.html
http://www.itschoolsafrica.org/malawi.html
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computers do eventually reach the end of their life span. It is at this point that the 

partner charities in Africa encourage the schools to send their equipment back to the 

programme so it can be safely and responsibly disposed at a recycling centre in South 

Africa.  

IT Schools Africa welcome any enquiry or donation of PCs and laptops that are less than 

seven years old, as well as flat-screen monitors, battery packs, mice and other IT 

equipment. For more information please contact contact@itschoolsafrica.org 

 

 

Prison officers learning the refurbishment process 

 

 “An Unsung Gloucestershire Heroine!” 

Gloucestershire Master Composter Lesley Greene has done some fascinating research 

about one of our unsung local heroines, and has written this article for us in celebration of 

the life of Miss Maye Bruce, who is an ancestor of Gloucester MP Richard Graham: 

Maye Bruce lived in the Cotswolds from the 1880’s until her death in 1964 at the age of 

85. She bought Hill Farm near Cirencester in 1921 and initially farmed using manure to 

improve the thin soils. She joined the Anthroposophical Society to learn about biodynamic 

compost making when her supply of manure ran out and soon started her own 

experiments. 

She named her system “The Quick Return Method”. Her method proved both popular and 

successful especially after the publication of her book “From Vegetable Waste to Fertile 

Soil” in 1940. Her approach was of interest to the war effort and the ‘Dig for Victory’ 

mailto:contact@itschoolsafrica.org
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campaign. Miss Bruce (as she was always known) was also a good friend of Lady Eve 

Balfour who formed the Soil Association in 1946. Miss Bruce became a founder council 

member, contributing to a key group of farmers, scientists and nutritionists who observed 

a direct connection between farming practice and plant, animal, human and 

environmental health. Miss Bruce’s passion to “give back life to the soil and abolish 

disease in plants, animals and man’ drew in the amateur gardener through compost 

workshops, inveterate letter writing,  and the eventual commercial production of “QR” 

compost activator through Chase Seeds. There is a local tale of Miss Bruce walking 

through Bisley High Street handing out handfuls of compost to the children from the 

pockets of the great coat she wore! 

Lesley Greene and Hazel Saunders, Master Composters and committee members of Bisley 

Community Composting Scheme, have now run two allotment workshops using Miss Bruce’s 

methods and the QR activator. They are testing her methods with their own compost 

heaps. More information on Miss Bruce can be found here.  

http://www.qrcompostingsolutions.co.uk/history-of-maye-bruce.php 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.qrcompostingsolutions.co.uk/history-of-maye-bruce.php
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And  finally… 

Forest of Dean Officers recently had a notification from the police about a dead dog on 

the highway.  They sent the street warden to go to scan the dog so that he could notify 

the owners.  In response they received the following photos of the dog........ 

               

 

We hope you liked this round-up of news and updates from the Joint Waste Team! 

We welcome your comments so that we can shape the newsletter as it moves forward. 

Email waste@gloucestershire.gov.uk 

 

 

The Gloucestershire Joint Waste Team provides waste and recycling services on behalf of 

Cheltenham Borough Council, Cotswold District Council, Forest of Dean District Council, 

Tewkesbury Borough Council and Gloucestershire County Council. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:waste@gloucestershire.gov.uk

